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SUTTER REGIONAL MEDICAL FOUNDATION AND THE CITY OF
VACAVILLE PARTNER TO ADDRESS UPCOMING HOME-GENERATED
SHARPS DISPOSAL BAN

Sutter Regional Medical Foundation and the City of Vacaville have teamed up to introduce a new
needle collection program to help keep the community safe and comply with a new state law,
California Senate Bill 1305.

Effective September 1, home-generated sharps waste, such as needles, syringes and lancets
can no longer be placed into household and public garbage cans or recycling containers. Needle
waste is increasing each year as more people use injectable medications for chronic conditions,
such as arthritis, diabetes, and HIV/AIDS.

The new law encourages state agencies, local governments, and industry to work cooperatively
to publicize community sites authorized to accept sharps waste and to implement convenient
mail-back programs that use containers approved by the U.S. Postal Service.

Sutter has recently installed a needle drop box from Stericycle to provide a safe, convenient
resource to deposit needle waste. It is located on the third floor in the waiting room of the lab at
770 Mason St. in Vacaville.

To use the drop box, residents must first put their used needles in an FDA-approved plastic
container (a rigid plastic container with a lid). When full, the sharps containers can then be
deposited in the needle drop box at no charge. If residents do not have an appropriate sharps
disposal container, they can obtain a free container from the lab on the 3" floor of Sutter’s office
located at 770 Mason St.

“We’'re very excited about providing this new service to the community,” said Russell Neilson,
spokesman for Sutter Regional Medical Foundation. “Many health care providers now ask that
patients properly dispose of their own used needles and syringes, and our drop box is a
convenient, accessible way for our residents to do that.”

The City of Vacaville Household Hazardous Waste Facility also has begun collecting sharps from
Vacaville residents every Saturday from 9-3 at 855 1/2 Davis Street. As a safety measure to our
technicians, all needles must be in a sealed FDA-approved plastic container.

California residents generate an estimated 400 million used sharps each year, many of which are
improperly disposed of as household trash. This presents a great risk to sanitation and sewage
treatment workers, janitors, housekeepers, and children. Besides the pain of a needle-stick
injury, people exposed to sharps can contract a life-altering disease such as HIV/AIDS or
Hepatitis B or C. California Senate Bill 1305 is expected to greatly reduce exposure to sharps-
related injuries.

(More)



For more information about the needle drop box or other needle disposal service, call (707) 469-
6509.

Sutter Regional Medical Foundation is a locally governed and managed affiliate of Sutter Health,
a not-for-profit network of physicians and hospitals in Northern California. SRMF is affiliated with
Solano Regional Medical Group, Solano County’s largest multi-specialty physician practice that
has served the community for more than 50 years. SRMF offers professional, high-quality and
compassionate care from care centers in Vacaville, Vallejo, Fairfield, and Rio Vista, all in
California and is fully accredited by the Institute for Medical Quality.

Stericycle is a leading provider of regulated medical waste management services to medical
offices, hospitals, and other healthcare providers. Its services include medical waste disposal,
OSHA compliance training and consulting, and pharmaceutical product recalls and returns.
Stericycle has operations in the U.S., Argentina, Canada, Mexico, the United Kingdom, and
Ireland.



